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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany                       January 29, 2023

Prelude

Dialogue

Jesus Christ is the light of the world,

the light no darkness can overcome.

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,

and the day is almost over.

Let your light scatter the darkness

and illumine your church.

Psalm 141: A Psalm of David
1
I call upon you, O Lord; come quickly to me;

give ear to my voice when I call to you.

2
Let my prayer be counted as incense before you

and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice.

Welcome

Song: “King of Kings”

In the darkness we were waiting

Without hope without light

Till from Heaven You came running

There was mercy in Your eyes

To fulfill the law and prophets

To a virgin came the Word

From a throne of endless glory

To a cradle in the dirt

Chorus

Praise the Father

Praise the Son

Praise the Spirit three in one

God of Glory

Majesty

Praise forever to the King of kings

To reveal the kingdom coming

And to reconcile the lost

To redeem the whole creation

You did not despise the cross

For even in Your suffering

You saw to the other side

Knowing this was our salvation

Jesus for our sake You died

Chorus

And the morning that You rose

All of heaven held its breath

Till that stone was moved for good

For the Lamb had conquered death

And the dead rose from their tombs

And the angels stood in awe

For the souls of all who'd come

To the Father are restored

Chorus

And the Church of Christ was born

Then the Spirit lit the flame

Now this Gospel truth of old

Shall not kneel shall not faint

By His blood and in His Name

In His freedom I am free

For the love of Jesus Christ

Who has resurrected me

Chorus

Praise forever to the King of kings!

CCLI Song #7127647

Brooke Ligertwood | Jason Ingram | Scott Ligertwood

© 2019 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia



Thanksgiving for Light

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into being, and you

set light in the sky to govern night and day.

In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, you led your people into

freedom. With all your creatures we give you glory, through your Son Jesus Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One, source of our renewal,

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin,

and cannot free ourselves.

We have not practiced your righteousness.

Our hearts have turned away from you.

For the sake of the world you so love,

forgive us,

that we may be reconciled to one another

for the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

Thus says our God:

“The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.”

God’s mercy makes us new.  We are forgiven in the name of☩ Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 15

LORD, who may abide upon your holy hill? (Ps. 15:1)

 1
LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?

  Who may abide upon your holy hill?

 2
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,

  who speak the truth from their heart;

 3
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;

  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
4
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the

LORD.

 They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their

word.

 5
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes

against the innocent.

 Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.



Prayer of the Day

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and

the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in

striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Song: “Special Music”

Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems

stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work

power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the

cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers.

18
The teaching about the cross seems foolish to those who are lost. But to us who are

being saved it is the power of God.
19

It is written in the Scriptures:

“I will cause the wise person to lose their wisdom.

I will make the wise person unable to understand.”

20
Where is the wise person? Where is the educated person? Where is the philosopher

of our times? God has made the wisdom of the world foolish.
21

The world did not know

God through its own wisdom. So God chose to use the message that sounds foolish to

save those who believe it.
22

The Jews ask for miracles as proofs. The Greeks want

wisdom.
23

But we preach Christ on the cross. This is a big problem to the Jews. And it

seems foolish to the non-Jews.
24

But Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God

to those people God has called—Jews and Greeks.
25

Even the foolishness of God is

wiser than humans. Even the weakness of God is stronger than humans.

26
Brothers and sisters, look at what you were when God called you. Not many of you

were wise in the way the world judges wisdom. Not many of you had great influence.

Not many of you came from important families.
27

But God chose the foolish things of

the world to shame the wise. God chose the weak things of the world to shame the

strong.
28

And God chose what the world thinks is not important. God chose what the

world hates and thinks is nothing. God chose these to destroy what the world thinks is

important.
29

God did this so that no person can brag before him.
30

It is God who has

made you part of Christ Jesus. Christ has become wisdom for us from God. Christ is

the reason we are right with God and have freedom from sin; Christ is the reason we

are holy.
31

So, as the Scripture says, “If people brag, they should brag only about the

Lord.”

(ICB–International Children’s Bible)

Gospel Canticle

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation.

You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their conceit,

casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.

You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.

You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the

promise of mercy,



the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God

my Savior.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you O Lord.

1
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his

disciples came to him.
2
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

 3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

 4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

 5
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

 6
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be

filled.

 7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

 8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

 9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

 10
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.

 11
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of

evil against you falsely on my account.
12

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great

in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Reflection

Confession of Faith

Let us confess our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead. The third day he rose again.

He is seated at the right hand of the Father.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Prayers of the People

Each petition ends, Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power

revealed in Christ crucified.

Amen.



Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.

Holy Communion

Christ’s table is open; no exceptions.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and

praise.

Blessed are you, Lord our God,…

…Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

Blessed be God forever.

For you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.

Abide with us, Lord Jesus,

for the night is at hand and the day is now past.

As the night watch looks for the morning, so we look for you, O Christ.

Come with the dawning of the day

and make yourself known in the breaking of the bread.

Words of Institution

… who redeems us, and who sustains us. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from

the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Distribution

You are invited to come forward for communion or a blessing, including the children.

Just indicate to the servers if you would prefer grape juice or a gluten-free wafer.

Communion Song: “You Say”

I keep fighting voices in my mind

That say I'm not enough

Ev'ry single lie that tells me

I will never measure up

Am I more than just the sum of

Ev'ry high and ev'ry low

Remind me once again just who I am

Because I need to know

Refrain:

You say I am loved when I can't feel a thing

You say I am strong when I think I am weak

You say I am held when I am falling short

And when I don't belong oh You say I am Yours

And I believe oh I believe

What You say of me I believe

The only thing that matters now

Is ev'rything You think of me

In You I find my worth

In You I find my identity

Taking all I have and now

I'm laying it at Your feet

You'll have ev'ry failure God

You'll have ev'ry victory

Oh I believe yes I believe

What You say of me I believe
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Prayer after Communion

Holy One, we thank you for the healing

that springs forth abundantly from this table.

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness,

and journey humbly with you.

Amen.

Sending Song: “Go Light Your World”

There is a candle in every soul

Some brightly burning, some dark and cold

There is a Spirit who brings a fire

Ignites a candle and makes His home

Carry your candle, run to the darkness

Seek out the helpless, confused and torn

And hold out your candle for all to see it

Take your candle, and go light your world

Take your candle, and go light your world

Frustrated brother, see how he's tried to

Light his own candle some other way

See now your sister, she's been robbed and lied to

Still holds a candle without a flame

So carry your candle, run to the darkness

Seek out the lonely, the tired and worn

And hold out your candle for all to see it

Take your candle, and go light your world

Take your candle, and go light your world

'Cause we are a family whose hearts are blazing

So let's raise our candles and light up the sky

Praying to our Father, in the name of Jesus

Make us a beacon in darkest times

Carry your candle, run to the darkness

Seek out the hopeless, deceived and poor

Hold out your candle for all to see it

Take your candle, and go light your world

Take your candle, and go light your world

Hold out your candle for all to see it

Take your candle, and go light your world

Take your candle, and go light your world

Take your candle, and go light your world
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Blessing

The God who faithfully brings forth justice

and breaks the oppressor’s rod

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,

today and always.

Amen.

Sending

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus!

Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Copyright Information: Liturgical texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB168575.

Also assigned for this week: Micah 6:1-8

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit

against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does

not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God

empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s

service.



1
Hear what the LORD says:

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains,

  and let the hills hear your voice.

 2
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,

  and you enduring foundations of the earth;

 for the LORD has a controversy with his people,

  and he will contend with Israel.

 3
“O my people, what have I done to you?

  In what have I wearied you? Answer me!

 4
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery;

 and I sent before you Moses,

  Aaron, and Miriam.

 5
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,

  what Balaam son of Beor answered him,

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,

  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

 6
“With what shall I come before the LORD,

  and bow myself before God on high?

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,

  with calves a year old?

 7
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

 8
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;

  and what does the LORD require of you

 but to do justice, and to love kindness,

  and to walk humbly with your God?


