Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 2, 2022

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of
faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the
life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word
read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving.

Prelude: “May the Grace”
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Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us
beyond our days.
Amen
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in
a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer
and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way
to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 145:1-9
1

I will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
2
Every day I will bless you,
and praise your name forever and ever.
3
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
his greatness is unsearchable.
4
One generation shall laud your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.

5

On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.
6
The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed,
and I will declare your greatness.
7
They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness,
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.
8
The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9
The Lord is good to all,
and his compassion is over all that he has made.

Prayer of the Day
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith,
strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our
neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

First Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 (NRSV)
This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship
and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise
that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit.
1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of
life that is in Christ Jesus,
2
To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
3

I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my
ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.
4
Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and
your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind
you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my
hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power
and of love and of self-discipline.
8
Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God,
9
who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but
according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ
Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through the
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald
and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he
is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard
of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the
Holy Spirit living in us.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Luke 17:5-10 (ICB)
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the
duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose
actions are responses to their identity rather than works seeking reward.
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you O God.
5

The apostles said to the Lord, “Give us more faith!”

6

The Lord said, “If your faith is as big as a mustard seed,[a] then you can say to
this mulberry tree, ‘Dig yourself up and plant yourself in the sea!’ And the tree will
obey you.

Be Good Servants
7

“Suppose one of you has a servant who has been plowing the ground or caring
for the sheep. When the servant comes in from working in the field, would you
say, ‘Come in and sit down to eat’? 8 No, you would say to your servant, ‘Prepare
something for me to eat. Then get yourself ready and serve me. When I finish
eating and drinking, then you can eat and drink.’ 9 The servant does not get any
special thanks for doing what his master told him to do. 10 It is the same with you.
When you do everything you are told to do, you should say, ‘We don’t deserve any
special thanks. We have only done the work we should do.’”
a. 17:6 mustard seed This seed is very small, but the plant grows taller than a man.
The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Message
Song of the Day: “Shine Jesus Shine”
Lord the light of Your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness shining
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me
Chorus:
Shine Jesus shine
Fill this land
With the Father's glory
Blaze Spirit blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow river flow
Flood the nations
With grace and mercy
Send forth Your word Lord
And let there be light

Lord I come to Your awesome presence
From the shadows into Your radiance
By the blood I may enter Your brightness
Search me try me consume all my darkness
Shine on me, shine on me
Chorus
Shine Jesus shine
Fill this land
With the Father's glory
Blaze Spirit blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow river flow
Flood the nations
With grace and mercy
Send forth Your word Lord
And let there be light
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
So our faces display Your likeness
Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story
Shine on me, shine on me
Chorus
Shine Jesus shine
Fill this land
With the Father's glory
Blaze Spirit blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow river flow
Flood the nations
With grace and mercy
Send forth Your word Lord
And let there be light
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Confession of Faith
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
Each petition ends, God of grace, hear our prayer.
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you.

Offering Prayer
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ,
who sets a table for all. Amen.

Holy Communion
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.
Distribution
You are invited to come forward to receive the elements. Grape juice and
gluten-free wafers are available.

Communion Song: “Here is Bread”
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Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Announcements
Sending Song: “May the Grace”
May the grace of Jesus Christ
and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Spirit
be with us.
Repeat
The Lord bless us and keep us,
his face shine upon us,
his grace and his peace rest on us.
Repeat
Pause
The Lord bless us and keep us,
his face shine upon us,
his grace and his peace rest on us.
Repeat
May the grace of Jesus Christ
and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Spirit
be with us.
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Blessing
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and
peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.

Sending
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: “May the Grace”
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Also assigned for this week:
Psalm 37:1-9
Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord. (Ps. 37:5)
1

Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
2
For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
3
Put your trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
4
Take delight in the Lord,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
5
Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord,
and see what God will do.
6
The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
7
Be still before the Lord and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds i| evil schemes.
8
Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
9
For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4
Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament: How can
a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by
proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith.
1

The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.
2

O Lord, how long shall I cry for help,
and you will not listen?
Or cry to you “Violence!”
and you will not save?
3
Why do you make me see wrongdoing
and look at trouble?
Destruction and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.
4
So the law becomes slack
and justice never prevails.
The wicked surround the righteous—
therefore judgment comes forth perverted.
2:1

I will stand at my watchpost,
and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me,
and what he will answer concerning my complaint.
2
Then the Lord answered me and said:
Write the vision;

make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it.
3
For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end, and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come, it will not delay.
4
Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous live by their faith.

Lamentations 1:1-6
Jeremiah’s announcement of destruction has become a reality. Now Judah is in exile in Babylon. The
book of Lamentations contains five poems mourning the exile. In this passage, Jerusalem is portrayed as
a widow with no one to comfort her.
1

How lonely sits the city
that once was full of people!
How like a widow she has become,
she that was great among the nations!
She that was a princess among the provinces
has become a vassal.
2

She weeps bitterly in the night,
with tears on her cheeks;
among all her lovers
she has no one to comfort her;
all her friends have dealt treacherously with her,
they have become her enemies.
3

Judah has gone into exile with suffering
and hard servitude;
she lives now among the nations,
and finds no resting place;
her pursuers have all overtaken her
in the midst of her distress.
4

The roads to Zion mourn,
for no one comes to the festivals;
all her gates are desolate,
her priests groan;
her young girls grieve,
and her lot is bitter.
5

Her foes have become the masters,
her enemies prosper,
because the Lord has made her suffer
for the multitude of her transgressions;
her children have gone away,
captives before the foe.
6

From daughter Zion has departed
all her majesty.
Her princes have become like stags
that find no pasture;
they fled without strength
before the pursuer.

